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Dear Mr Flynn

Thank you for your e-mail of 5 December 2013 regarding financial assistance for
Belfast Zoo. The Minister has read your correspondence and asked me to respond on
her behalf.

Belfast Zoo is an important asset for both residents and visitors. Belfast Zoo continues
to deliver high standards which were recognised by the award of ‘Best Visitor
Experience’ at NITB's Tourism Awards 2013.

The Department through the Northern Ireland Tourist Board’s (NITB) funding schemes
has provided financial assistance in excess of £400,000. Unfortunately, there are
currently no funding schemes available through NITB. Furthermore NITB does not
support the operational or maintenance costs of tourist attractions.

Belfast Zoo is welcome to apply to NITB's future funding schemes which will be based
on competitive scoring and criteria.

In respect of Exploris any funding has yet to be confirmed. The Minister is not aware of
any operational or maintenance support being offered to Exploris.

Yours sincerely
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